Lecture 9 – Caesar Augustus and the Rise of the Roman Empire

Summary
In this class we focus on the early history of the Roman Empire in the years after the assassination of Julius Caesar. More specifically, we will tell the story of Caesar's grand-nephew and heir, Caesar Augustus, who will become the first Roman emperor and usher in a lengthy era of Roman prosperity. 

Vocabulary

Julius Caesar
Mark Antony
Gaius Octavius, aka, Octavian, 
aka Caesar Augustus
Marcus Lepidus
Cleopatra
Caesarion
Second Triumvirate
Proscription
Cicero
Princeps
Pax Romana
Virgil
Horace
Livy
Ara Pacis
Julio Claudian Dynasty
Nero
“What Have the Romans Done for Us?”



Outline
Prologue: Shakespeare’s “Cry ‘Havoc!’ and let slip the dogs of War!”

The Aftermath of Caesar’s Assassination (c. 44 BC)
Pretenders to the Caesarean Movement
Mark Antony (83-30 BC)
	Story of Mark Antony’s Eulogy of Caesar
		Gaius Octavius (63 BC - AD 14)
		Caesarion (47-30 BC)
	
	Second Triumvirate: Mark Antony, Gaius Octavius, and Marcus Lepidus
		Civil War, Revenge, and Spoils
		Deaths of Mark Antony, Cleopatra, and Caesarion (30 BC)

	Rise of the Roman Empire
		From Gaius Octavius to Caesar Augustus
		The Pax Romana (27 BC - AD 180)
		Age of Augustus
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Julio-Claudian Dynasty (27 BC - AD 68)

Epilogue: Monty Python’s “What Have the Romans Ever Done for Us?” 
